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Irene S. Vasquez


Irene S. Vasquez, Ph.D.
27 Ravinia     Kalamazoo, MI  49001

Phone/Fax:  (269) 226-9172

e-mail:  info@magicalrain.com
www.magicalrain.com

Skills Summary: cultural worker, educator,  performance artist, actor,  storyteller, speaker & writer, co-owner & founder of Magical Rain Theaterworks  

EDUCATION    &   WORK HISTORY

1995-
Co-Owner & Founder

Magical Rain Theaterworks, Kalamazoo, MI           

1989-95   
Performer & Board President
Whole Art Theater,  Kalamazoo,  MI

1979-91  
Performer & Storyteller

Solo & w/Poco Y Mas storytellers, Kalamazoo

1989
NEH Scholar       


Summer Institute, Recreating  New World                     

                                                        

Contact,   University of Texas, Austin.

1986-95
Assistant Professor 


Department of Comparative Religion, Western 






Michigan University

1983-84
Lecturer  



Department of Religious Studies, University of            

                                     



Colorado, Boulder, CO

1984-85     Post-Doctorate    


The Bunting Institute, Radcliffe  College,                                     

                                                        

Harvard University              

1982
Ph.D. 

      

Duke University (Comparative Religions)                      

1974 
A. M.                      


University of Chicago, (History of Religions)        

1972
BA cum laude    


Western Michigan University, (Anthro. & Religion)

PLAYWRITING

Dangerous Women -  1990

Maldiciones de La Malinche – 1994

La Llorona Dolorosa – 1999

Collaborated in creating adaptations/ stagings of traditional stories for over 10 productions, including:  

The First Rainbow (Native American), Song of the Seal Woman (Celtic), The Creation of the First People (Mayan), Uvieta’s Wishes (Costa Rican), When the World Had No Colors (Aztec) 

PERFORMANCE AND TEACHING SKILLS

Performance styles:  Full range, comedy to drama,  conventional scripted acting to structured 
and spontaneous improvisation.

Performance methods:  acting, storytelling, improvisation,  mime, masking, public speaking, 
lecture-demonstration.

Performance venues:  professional stages in Chicago, Austin, Detroit, Madison, San Antonio, 
Lansing, Kalamazoo, etc. universities, schools, churches, community sites and events, 
from 


conferences to retreats, corporations to migrant camps.

Public-speaking:  on Latino  & New World heritage and multicultural education

Teaching Methods:  long term focus and use of experiential learning methods that are 
introspective & interactive, cross-cultural & cross-disciplinary and employ solo, small 
& large group processes of knowledge development , exchange, and presentation.  

University teaching:  Designed university courses in New World cultural histories with focus 
on comparative religion from the Pre-Columbian thru the colonial to contemporary 
period with an emphasis on Mesoamerica; designed university Honors courses with a 
reflexive, creative,  cross-cultural  structure & dynamic  

K-12 & Community teaching: seminars, workshops, in-services, programs, performances, and 
independent studies on language arts, storytelling, theater, cultural retrieval &  cultural 
sensitivity;   from  elementary to college, community to professional groups. 

GRANTS

Arts Fund of Kalamazoo Individual Artist, Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo, 1988 & 1997

Creative Artist Grant, Art Serve Michigan, 1998, Creative Writers in the Schools, 2000-2001

SPECIAL PROJECTS


2003
New World Remix,  Students at Covert Public Schools learned about the mix of cultures in the New World through a year long theater and creative arts project  

2002
Summer Fair Theater,  Students from the the Boys and Girls Club of Benton Harbor performed a play with giant masks at county fairs 


2001  
Calling All Colors,  Ensemble theater production with 300 fifth graders from Benton Harbor (largely African American) and St. Joseph (largely white).

2000  
Emerging from the Cave Theater classes and a student production at the Kalamazoo County Juvenile Home







1999
Dangerous Women.  Latinas in Myth & Legend,  ArtServe Michigan Creative Artist Grant,  Performance & Exhibition,  Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI

1999  
The Power of Place Academia de Español.  Teaching Aztec and Anishinaabek culture though the arts.  Grand Rapids, MI.

1999  
The Hero’s Heart: Inside the Hero’s Journey. Kazoo School A course in character lessons using hero stories.  Kalamazoo, MI

1995- 
Resolution Power  Several schools. Student ensemble theater productions exploring

   ’99
conflict resolution.  Vicksburg and Kalamazoo, MI

1996 -
Caras y Mascaras (Faces and Masks) Hispanic American Council.  Theater arts classes 

  ‘98
for middle school children with Latino cultural focus.  Kalamazoo, MI

1998
La Voz de La Malinche  Schreiner College.  Lectures, workshops and performances for college and high school students.  Kerrville, TX

1998
Voices  Kalamazoo Institute of the Arts.  Theater classes for at-risk group of 9-12 year 
old boys from Lakeside Home for Boys and Girls.

1997
Teens Against Drugs  Chicago Youth Center.  Theater classes for African American high school students to create their own touring ensemble performing their own play on issues of drug use and AIDS.

1997
“Living Traditions:  ‘Mexican Popular Arts’”  Art Center of Battle Creek.  W.K. Kellogg Expert-in-Residence.  Lectures, docent training & performances for 
public and Battle Creek Public Schools (K-12) on Latino cultural heritage.

1997
“Legend of the Fifth Sun”  Grand Rapids Summer Migrant Education Program.  Created theater production by training & consulting w/ entire staff and student body (K-12).

1997
Diversity Theater  Sienna Heights College and M.S.U. Cooperative Extension.  Theater camp to train diverse group of middle school students to create their own theater troupe performing on issues of diversity.   Adrian, MI

1996
Teen Group   Community Mental Health Services.  Theater arts workshops for teens 
with developmental disabilities.  Kalamazoo, MI

1995 “Hispanic American Art:  A Sacred Tradition” Kalamazoo Institute of the Arts. Lectures, teacher in-service and performances.

1995
Yo Puedo (I can!) Grand Valley State University.  Theater retreat & self discovery 
workshop for at-risk Latino high school students  

1991-    I Won’t Learn From You!  Whole Art Theater.  Creative Consultant for playwriting

1993
collaboration and performances by high school students & adult actors on issues of 
learning and not-learning .  Kalamazoo, MI 

1989-
Mascaras y Manos (Masks & Hands)  Whole Art Theater Co.  Theater instruction for

1993 children of migrant farm workers.  Kalamazoo, MI 

CONSULTATION  (Selected)

“El Dia de los Muertos/The Day of the Dead,” Program Consultant, Hispanic      

 Student Organization,  Western Michigan University (1996, 1997 & 1999) and La Voz Mexicana Student Organization, University of Michigan (1996), PODEMOS Student Organization,  Covert High School,  Covert, MI (1998)

“Posada! (1990, 1998, 1999), “Celebrate Community!  Mexico’s Day of the Dead (1991), and    


“Points of View Exploring the Encounter (1992), Program Consultant Kalamazoo Public 


Museum and Kalamazoo Public Library (1998)

“An Experience in Mythmaking,”  Video Script Consultant and Narrator, presented at the 
Celebration of Teaching Practice, Western Michigan University, (1991)

Fiestas de Fe Cultural Arts Exhibit and “The Americas:  Hispanic History and Culture,” 
Evaluator and lecturer, Michigan Council for the Humanities, ROADS Program and, 
Michigan State University and (1991-1993)

National Faculty Urban Schools Program:  Atlanta, Pittsburgh, Tucson (1990)

“Invitation to the Village of the Whale people:”  A Myth Inspired by the Haida Northwest       


Coast Indians,  Video & Cultural Arts Project Consultant to Fritz Seeger, Kazoo School, Kalamazoo (1988-89)

“Ancient Spirit, Living Word,” Colorado Humanities Program Film consultant to KBDI-
TV, Broomfield, CO, (1984)

